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Read the story from page 10 of First News. Read the story, and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have 
underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the stories – but you will need to match the 
correct word with each clue!
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PRIME Minister Boris Johnson has 
announced that all children will be 
able to go back to school in England 
on 8 March.

It’s the fi rst big change in the PM’s four-
part plan for relaxing COVID lockdown rules 
in England. If all goes well, we should see 
the end of any restricti ons on 21 June. That’s 
115 days from today (Friday). And, yes, we’re 
counti ng – it’s a bit like waiti ng for Christmas!

The lockdown will be lift ed in all areas of 
England at the same ti me, with no ti ers like 
we had before. Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland were all planning to announce 
their plans for leaving lockdown this week. 
Students in Scotland and some in Wales 
have already gone back to school this week. 
Children in Northern Ireland will return on 8 
March, like in England.

WHAT IS THE PM’S FOUR-PART PLAN?
• All pupils to return to 
English schools. Secondary school 
pupils will be tested twice a week for 
COVID-19. 

• Breakfast and aft er-school clubs to start, as 
well as other children’s acti viti es such as sport.
• Two people from diff erent households can meet 
outdoors just for fun, maybe for a chat or a picnic.

• Just in ti me for Easter, you won’t 
have to stay at home any more. 
• Six people can meet outside, 
including in gardens. 

• Two households can meet outside. 
• Outside sports such as tennis, basketball and organised 
outdoor sports will be allowed, plus outdoor swimming.

• Restaurants, 
cinemas, theatres 
and sports stadiums 
will reopen. The 

delayed Euro 2020 competi ti on begins on 
11 June with Wembley set to host seven 
matches, including the fi nal on 11 July. 
Wimbledon, which was cancelled in 2020 
for the fi rst ti me since the Second World 
War, is scheduled for 28 June to 11 July, 
with Formula 1’s Briti sh Grand Prix at 
Silverstone on 18 July.
• 30 people will be able to get together. 
• You’ll be able to see friends and family 
indoors, but only two households at a ti me. 

• Hairdressers, leisure 
centres, gyms  and all 
shops will be able to 
open again. 
• You’ll be able to go 
to zoos, theme parks 
and drive-in cinemas. 
• Parent and child 
groups of up to 15 
people can restart 
indoors.

• All rules will be 
lift ed and we can go 
back to “normal” 
– with large events 
able to take 
place.

The Prime Minister’s plan will take place on the dates above IF the things below happen:
1. The vaccine programme needs to keep going well. So far, around 20 million people have had their fi rst dose.
2. The number of people needing hospital care or dying of coronavirus conti nues to fall.
3. The NHS is coping.
4. New variants of the coronavirus don’t cause new problems, especially for the vaccine. 
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AND COUNTING

8 MARCH

29 MARCH

12 APRIL 17 MAY 21 JUNE

WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN FOR ALL THIS TO TAKE PLACE AS PLANNED?
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ANIMAL NEWS

ACROSS
4)  Cut the number of animals by killing some of them 
(verb 6)
6)  Natural surroundings; where the hippos live (noun 11)
7)  Done really well; increased in number (verb 10)

DOWN
1)  The number (of hippos) (noun 10)
2)  This sea cow is one of the wild animals being  
affected by the growing hippo population (noun 7)
3)  In danger of dying out; at risk of extinction (verb 10)
4)  Villain; a person who has committed a crime and 
broken the law (noun 8)
5)  Destroying (verb 8)
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A few decades ago, a notorious criminal in Colombia 
bought four hippos for his private zoo. 

After his death, the authorities gave most of the animals 
to zoos in the country, but the hippos were too difficult 
to move so they were left where they were. It was 
thought they would eventually die out. 

Instead, they have flourished. There are now about 
100 hippos living in the River Magdalena – one of the 
country’s main waterways. Hippos, of course, are native 
to Africa and are not found in South America.

Scientists fear that unless the population is reduced, the 

hippos will cause huge problems. They may affect native 
animals, such as the manatee, which is already at risk  
of extinction. Experts have written a report that says 
about 30 animals should be killed every year, to control 
the numbers.

However, not everyone is for the cull. Many locals love 
the hippos. Others think it is wrong to kill an animal that 
is itself threatened.

One of the scientists told the BBC: “It is obvious that we 
feel sorry for these animals, but as scientists we need to 
be honest.”

EXPERTS have said that hippos living in Colombia need to be culled as they are damaging local 
wildlife and the environment.
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Read the story from page 10 of First News. Read the story, and then try the puzzle. 
The answers to the clues are all words in the stories. Answer the clue and then underline the word.

WHAT YOU WHAT YOU 
THINK THINK 
ABOUT ABOUT 
SPORT SPORT P9P9

WHAT?!WHAT?! 
A A YELLOW PENGUIN?YELLOW PENGUIN? P4P4

Issue 767    £2.25    26 February – 4 March 2021

THE UK’S
CHILDREN’S  

NEWSPAPER
WITH MORE THAN

2.6 MILLION*

READERS! 

HELPINGHELPING
THE UK GROWTHE UK GROW

*First News readership is 2,626,625. Source: Opinion Matt ers 2020. First News is the widest-read of all children’s publicati ons audited in the UK. First News supports children’s chariti es – see page 17

NEWS I SPORTS I ENTERTAINMENT I INTERVIEWS I PUZZLES I COMPETITIONS
by editor in chief Nicky Cox

PRIME Minister Boris Johnson has 
announced that all children will be 
able to go back to school in England 
on 8 March.

It’s the fi rst big change in the PM’s four-
part plan for relaxing COVID lockdown rules 
in England. If all goes well, we should see 
the end of any restricti ons on 21 June. That’s 
115 days from today (Friday). And, yes, we’re 
counti ng – it’s a bit like waiti ng for Christmas!

The lockdown will be lift ed in all areas of 
England at the same ti me, with no ti ers like 
we had before. Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland were all planning to announce 
their plans for leaving lockdown this week. 
Students in Scotland and some in Wales 
have already gone back to school this week. 
Children in Northern Ireland will return on 8 
March, like in England.

WHAT IS THE PM’S FOUR-PART PLAN?
• All pupils to return to 
English schools. Secondary school 
pupils will be tested twice a week for 
COVID-19. 

• Breakfast and aft er-school clubs to start, as 
well as other children’s acti viti es such as sport.
• Two people from diff erent households can meet 
outdoors just for fun, maybe for a chat or a picnic.

• Just in ti me for Easter, you won’t 
have to stay at home any more. 
• Six people can meet outside, 
including in gardens. 

• Two households can meet outside. 
• Outside sports such as tennis, basketball and organised 
outdoor sports will be allowed, plus outdoor swimming.

• Restaurants, 
cinemas, theatres 
and sports stadiums 
will reopen. The 

delayed Euro 2020 competi ti on begins on 
11 June with Wembley set to host seven 
matches, including the fi nal on 11 July. 
Wimbledon, which was cancelled in 2020 
for the fi rst ti me since the Second World 
War, is scheduled for 28 June to 11 July, 
with Formula 1’s Briti sh Grand Prix at 
Silverstone on 18 July.
• 30 people will be able to get together. 
• You’ll be able to see friends and family 
indoors, but only two households at a ti me. 

• Hairdressers, leisure 
centres, gyms  and all 
shops will be able to 
open again. 
• You’ll be able to go 
to zoos, theme parks 
and drive-in cinemas. 
• Parent and child 
groups of up to 15 
people can restart 
indoors.

• All rules will be 
lift ed and we can go 
back to “normal” 
– with large events 
able to take 
place.

The Prime Minister’s plan will take place on the dates above IF the things below happen:
1. The vaccine programme needs to keep going well. So far, around 20 million people have had their fi rst dose.
2. The number of people needing hospital care or dying of coronavirus conti nues to fall.
3. The NHS is coping.
4. New variants of the coronavirus don’t cause new problems, especially for the vaccine. 

115 DAYS
AND COUNTING

8 MARCH

29 MARCH

12 APRIL 17 MAY 21 JUNE

WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN FOR ALL THIS TO TAKE PLACE AS PLANNED?

PICTURES PICTURES 
FROM FROM 
MARS MARS 
P13P13

1 2 3 4

ANIMAL NEWS

A manatee, or sea cow  Hippos are native to Africa

Columbia  


