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Maybe! Trials are taking place to see 
if specially-trained ‘COVID dogs’ can tell 
whether people have the coronavirus, 
even before they show any symptoms. 

The dogs can already detect certain 
cancers, so the Government is spending 
half a million pounds to see if they can 
help spot people with COVID-19, too.

World-leading researchers at the 
London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine are working with the charity 
Medical Detecti on Dogs and Durham 
University for the trial.

Medical Detecti on Dogs has already 
successfully trained dogs to detect the 
odour of many diff erent diseases in 

humans, such as cancer, malaria and 
Parkinson’s disease. The clever canines 
can detect the odour of disease at the 
same diluti on of one teaspoon of sugar 
in two Olympic-sized swimming pools 
of water.

This new trial will look at whether 
the dogs, a mixture of Labradors and 
cocker spaniels, can be trained to detect 
coronavirus in people, too. If they can 
do it, each dog could screen up to 250 
people an hour.

Dr Claire Guest, co-founder of Medical 
Detecti on Dogs, said: “We are incredibly 
proud that a dog’s nose could
once again save many lives.”

CAN dogs sniff  out coronavirus?
Maybe! Trials are taking place to see 

if specially-trained ‘COVID dogs’ can tell 
whether people have the coronavirus, 
even before they show any symptoms. 

The dogs can already detect certain 
cancers, so the Government is spending 

humans, such as cancer, malaria and 
Parkinson’s disease. The clever canines 
can detect the odour of disease at the 
same diluti on of one teaspoon of sugar 
in two Olympic-sized swimming pools 
of water.

CAN dogs sniff  out coronavirus?

COVID-K9 TO SCHOOL OR 
NOT TO SCHOOL?
WHILE politi cians, scienti sts 
and teachers try to work out 
when it’s okay for kids to 
return to school, we hear 
from a girl who’s already there.

Ruby, 12, is the daughter of key 
workers, so has been at school the 
whole ti me during lockdown. Read 
her story on page 25.

       by editor in chief Nicky Cox
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ACROSS
5) People who study human history and prehistory through  
the excavation of sites and the analysis of artefacts and 
other physical remains (plural noun 14)
6) A person entering property without permission  
(noun 10)
8) Found in the ground by digging;  
excavated (past participle 9)

DOWN
1) A cavity in the ground, caused by water  
erosion, providing a route for water to  
disappear underground (noun 8)
2) Displays on show in a museum (plural noun 8)
3) A place, typically one which was previously uninhabited,  
where people establish a community (noun 10)
4) A circular temple dedicated to the gods; this building was 
completed by the emperor Hadrian about 126 AD (noun 9)
7) Belonging to the very distant past and  
no longer in existence (adjective 7)
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 Night at the museum
A man from Sydney is due in court after breaking 
into the Australian Museum to snap selfies with 
the dinosaur exhibits. The man, who reportedly 
spent 40 minutes in the museum, was seen on 
CCTV taking pictures with his head in the mouth 
of a T-rex skull. He also stole a cowboy hat from 
the locker of one of the museum’s staff members. 
Police put out a warning to the trespasser on TV 
news, warning him: “It’s not going to be a movie 
producer knocking on your door. It’s going to be 
NSW Police knocking on your door.” The man 
turned himself in that afternoon.
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AUSTRALIA

 Pantheon pit 
appears

A sinkhole has opened up 
outside the Pantheon in Rome, 
revealing ancient Roman paving 
stones buried under the city. 
The sinkhole is almost 1m across 
and 2.5m deep. Fortunately, 
lockdown restrictions meant that 
the usually crowded area outside 
the Pantheon was empty, so 
no-one was injured. The paving 
stones found in the sinkhole 
are estimated to be from 27-25 
BC – around the same time the 
Pantheon was built. 

ITALY SCOTLAND
 Ancient settlement 

unearthed
A massive ancient settlement has 
been discovered by archaeologists 
on a hill near Rhynie in 
Aberdeenshire. Researchers from 
the University of Aberdeenshire 
believe the settlement was home 
to roughly 4,000 people living 
in around 800 huts, making it 
one of Britain’s largest ancient 
settlements. The archaeologists 
also found evidence of one larger  
hut within the settlement, 
suggesting that an important 
figure lived in the community. 
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These stories are from pages 8 and 10 of First News. Read the stories, and then try the puzzle. 
The answers to the clues are all words in the stories. Answer the clue and then underline the 
word in the stories.
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