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TRAINS powered by human poo and food waste could be
coming to a platform near you soon…
by editor in chief Nicky Cox
The BioUltra train is being developed to replace dirty diesel
engines, to help cut air pollution and greenhouse gases. Diesel
trains are set to be banned by the Government from 2040, so
more green technologies are needed.
Beverley Nielsen, Chair of Ultra Light Rail Partners, the
developers of the BioUltra train, told First News: “I’m really
aware of how little time we have to tackle climate change
and want to help make a real diﬀerence.”
The challenge Councillor Nielsen and her team of experts
faced was how to ﬁnd a way to power trains that wouldn’t take
too much energy to produce and wouldn’t pollute the world
through carbon dioxide and other harmful emissions.
Cllr Nielsen explained: “Biomethane is very good as a

solution. It’s produced from organic waste
– animal, human, crop, food – and by using it we prevent very
harmful methane emissions, which are up to 34 times more
damaging as a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide.”
Only 3% of the 90 million tonnes of animal manure produced
each year in the UK is processed. So there is no shortage of poo
to make the biomethane.
The plan is for the BioUltra train to run in urban and rural
places, creating public transport that is clean, aﬀordable and
safe. And, with an eye on the coronavirus pandemic, Cllr
Nielsen added: “We’ve also tried to make sure it will keep our
passengers from getting COVID or other viruses with a clever
air ﬁltration system.”
The new train is due to go into production over the
coming year.

Turn to p5 to ﬁnd out what
lockdown means for you

Getty

*First News readership is 2,626,625. Source: Opinion Matters 2020. First News is the widest-read of all children’s publications audited in the UK. First News supports children’s charities – see page 13

Once again,
most of
you will be
learning at
home with only
a small number
of pupils at school,
such as the children of key workers.
Scotland has also put out a stay
at home order and joined Wales in
closing classrooms for most pupils.
Schoolchildren in Northern Ireland
will also be learning at home.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
said all the new rules in England
would last until at least the middle
of February, as a more infectious
variant of the virus spreads across
the UK. But the PM did add that “we
are getting closer to the end”, with
two diﬀerent vaccines now being
given out across the country. He said
that, once enough people have been
vaccinated, we will be able to relax
the restrictions and start to live our
lives more normally.
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